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PROGRESS NOTED IN USSR RATIROAD OPERATIONS

BESHECHEV REPORTS ON FR OPERATIONS -~ Gudok, No 91, 31 Jul 48

Since August 1948, more than 209,000 tark curs of petroleum products and
3C,000 carloads of grain above plan have been shipped on the USSR railroads.

On the S.erdlovsk, Socuth-Ural, October, Gor'kiy, Yaroslavl®, Karagunda,
Roris ori, andé 2ive other railread systems, the prewar level for railrosd car
turnaround has been exceeded.

During 3948, the freight-handling costs on the USSR railresd netwrk were
lowered .6 percent ~a againat 1947, end savings of more than 8090 million rubles
regulted Irom shove-plur lowering 2f freight-handling costs. During the Pirst
half of 19/ 3, freight-handling costs were lowered 1.7 percent, as against the
Plan. However, & laxrge proportica ¢f the savings resuliing from this decrease was
lcst through failure to cafeguard freight. -- B. Beshchev, Minister of Transportation.

TELEASE 94 .6 MILIJON RUBIES -~ Gudok, No 93, 5 Avg %9

As ol 1 August, USUER raiircad systsms and tramasport enterprises hed relcased
9h.6 million rubles of werking capitcal.

DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES ON NEW SECTIONS ~- Cudek. Wo 93, 5 Aug 45

During the first half of 1949, the Vicsel Locomotive Sectiua of the Main
Loccmotive Administyation, Ministry of Trerspoitation, received aimost as Sa8DY
Diesel locomotives as it did duzing all o i94€. The length ¢f thy railrced lines
converted to Diesel operation has incieaved almost 1,109 percent svar the prewar
ligure. Diesel lscomolives are uded op sll the main 1i2es of the Ashihabed
System, on the heavily-traveled Makhaca-Kala- Gudewmes. -Astrakhen® satroleum route,
oz tha shore line of the Transcaucasus System, and on one of the sections of Lhe
Moscow-Kr. ek Syzten. fthey ere now Ledng put imcc unac on the Taablant apd other

main lines.
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The [larkew Plent of the Ninistry of Tvanssort Machine imilding is luprov ng

ne eality of the machines 1t produces. This year the rirst test models of the
"z v.egel lecorotive, which has a doubled capacity, will be produced.

P BEDIOVICAZTON JROCRESSES ~- Gudok, No 72, 3 Aug 49

Miring 104" ¢nd the first quarter of 1549, about 15,00C points on the rail-
voads of the USSR vere radiofied. Furiny the pasu b montls, more than 22,000 way
nrabl-neg, track poshs, dormitoriea, and "red corners"” have heen radiofied. The
-2 ngrad end Yaroslavl' systems are now completely radiofied.

017 SATIONS LPROVE AT END OF SULY -- Gudok, No 92, 3 Aug 49

In comparisen with the first two 10-day perlod of July,.car turnaround on

¢ UCRE Tallrond network vas aecuglexaled by 0.20 da,’ dwcing the last 10 days
iy. Urlliwetlon of rolliny stock improved exceptionally on the lines of the
wegtern, Yestern, Northwestern, and parte of the Ural-Sihérian railroad
Cokrug The locouotive uirk was reduced considerably on the systems of the

.6l e Q¥rug.

The plun for repair of rollipg stock was exceeded by 7,245 cara during; the
last lu. days of July. The plan for cleaning closed freight cers was exceeded
by 2,600 cars.

Guiok, Yo 94, 7 Aug ko

Tur'ng July, locomstive turnaround or US3R rajlroads was accelerated 0.4 ho'r
i comparison with June. Average daily Jistance traveled increased by 4.8 kilo-
reters.

The locomotire park is belng poorly utilized in Velga and Central Asia rail-
road okrugr. In the Central Asia Okrug locomotive turnarcund time in July was
only insignificantly cut in couparison with June and was gtill 5 hours above the
norit. In Volga Okrug locomotive turnarcund time was 5.9 houre above the norm.

ILCOUGTIVE FIRING NEEDS TMPROVEMENT -- “udok, No 03, 5 Aug 49

Tp 10L2 the !ein Passenger Locomotive Adninistration, Ministry of Transporta-
tiom, found In a purvey that the average time apenc in firing o locomotive <n
47 rajor depots was 5.4 locometive hours. In several Jepots, auch as Lisgki end
¥ragnoyarsk, the {im: was 20 hours, while in RKursk, Buznluk, snd Vitebsk the time
a8 only 2 keurs. TJo conclusions mey be drawn from the survey: firing of
igconotives may be ucceleratel consideravly, and the most efficient nethod of
firing must be found and iniroiuced.

liany depots still cmploy firewood firins, which uses from 0.5 to 0.9 cubic
meters of firewood and 5C0 - £00 kilograms of cnal. The Ministry of Transporta-
tion rae fexhidden the use of firewcod firing and the Fuel Administration recom-
mendei the use of the shovel-hearths (gorn-lopata). Firevood firing is still
used, however, and che shovel-hearths require great =fforts frcm the stolers
2 huan through after five or six firiags. However, the Fuel Administration
¢ insisted upen the use of the heurths. ignoring a method which fires loco-
melives with Lhe ail of wool chips,

In this procees, 30 - h0 shovels of coal chips re placed aleng the sides
ol the firebax, leaving the center free. At the baclz wvall and the fire grate
n T ba™3 sye covered with cosl to atout 20 - 3G centimeters deep “Then
S - A0 hilugrans of “hselngs ore ~hrown intc 4he firebox throush a sioke hole.
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T shavings cover the open patt of the grate free of coal, and 15 - 20 shovels

of coal are Uhyown c¢u top of thém. Another one or two sacke of ghdavinge are L
. ‘; tbrown into the firebox, and are spread evenly over the fire grate. The use of

& giphor with this method camnot cause deformations in the firebox becaure the

fuel'level is even. When firewood firing or shovel-grates. are used; the use of

the siphon cdvses a sharp deforsation of the walls of the boiler inm the initial

stage of ‘the firing.

ifter the fire In the firerox becwuies even, coal 1o throwi on fn small quen-
titi:s. Thus, the bed of fuel in the firebox is all prepa.red and the locomotive
maj~ be coupled to & train as soon ag the stéam redches the proper pressuré. The
wh~ie process cof firing takes 1 - 2.5 hours.

This methed of firing can be used wherever thére are woodvorkivig machizes
v the vicanity, 4.e., in 60 - 70 percen: of the basic depota: of "the systems of
the retwork and in repair plants. One machine working at-full load can:produce
1n 8 hou.rs about; 60 bags of alm.itngs ( three - four bagd of shavings equal
45 - 60 kilograms oz snavings)-.

In 1948 this method of firing was proposed for adoption in all locamotive
depots to the Main'Fuel Ad.ministmhion. However, 't vas turned down ‘pecause of
ite. deperidence upon wood shavings. Ordew: No 110, dated. 29 ‘March 191&9, 62 the

o \,Ministrf of Trangportetion; cslled for the auceleratica off locomotive firing
This wethod should be introduced es standazd for the USSR network vhere prac-
ticable.

TECHNICAL RR FANDBOCK PUBLISHED -- Gudck, No 92, 3 Aug 40

"Transziieldorizdat” (All-Union Publishing and Polygraphy Association of the
Minigtry of Transportation) is taking subscript?ons for the Railroad Worker's
Techaical Handbook. The handbook is published in ten volumes and contains
information on the busic branches of railroad tzansport. Its price is 43 rublee
per volume. Subscriptione will be taken at all pubiishing houses of railroad
newspapers acd their authorized representatives at railroad points, at book-
stover of republic, kray, oblast, and rayor departments of KOGIZ, at bookselling
crganizations of the Union repu‘olics, and at the State Book oupp]y Office ¢l the
Administration "Transpechat'", Moscow, B, Pereyssiavekaya, 4§. -- Advertisement
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